
strong in the area. Artists come 
and do some working displays  
at the resort, as well as feature 
their paintings. A scheduled din-
ner with the artists leads to ani-
mated discussions about art, and 
the events are growing in popu-
larity.

    Right across the street from the hotel is the 
really cute Fish Hole Miniature Golf, and 
some funky and artsy boutiques line the 
street.

What else is there to do on the island? 
Again, relaxation, unwinding is the key. 
Watersports are plentiful, there’s great fishing 
at the historic pier, and some fine golf 
courses are nearby as well.

The BridgeWalk’s slogan is “You’ll Love 
It Here!” and it’s true... you will.

The BridgeWalk is located at 100 Bridge 
Street, Bradenton Beach, Anna Maria Island, 
FL 34217. For more information about 
BridgeWalk, call 866-779-2545, or visit 
www.silverresorts.com

My husband and I may 
not agree on a lot of things — Neil Diamond 
vs. Jimi Hendrix (that just dated us, didn’t it!)  
But one thing we do agree on is our decision 
to move to Florida from our respective 
Northern cities. Warm weather and great 
beaches sold us. As we travel around Florida, 
we are constantly amazed by how varied the 
beaches and beach towns are and all they 
have to offer. Somewhere in the state is the 
perfect beach experience for everyone — be 
it utter seclusion or around the clock party-

time. We heard that Anna Maria Island is the 
perfect beach area for unwinding and relax-
ing, so we headed down to the island’s 
BridgeWalk Resort to catch some rays.

It turns out the BridgeWalk is a popular 
getaway for folks from the close-by cities of 
Tampa, St. Pete and Orlando, just because of 
the “homey” feeling of the hotel, and the 
relaxed reputation of the island.

Anna Maria Island is actually three separate 
municipalities — Bradenton Beach, Homes 
Beach and Anna Maria. From the casual 
observer, it’s pretty much a seamless blend 
between cities, but they each have their own 
mayor, police force, etc. But they all agree on 
one thing — keeping the island as is, with a 

lot of character. No building above three 
stories is allowed, and you will find 
very few chain establishments. 

Built some nine years ago by a charm-
ing mother and daughter team, 
BridgeWalk Resort is located on the 
southern end of the island, and close 
to the shopping and attractions found 
on Longboat Key and Sarasota. The 
resort is the 
largest hotel in 

the area with 28 rooms, 
from studio suites to 2 
bedroom townhouses. 
They have connecting 
rooms which makes it 
great for families or 
friends traveling together. 
Their guest suites are 
very spacious, and, of 
special note — abso-
lutely spotless. Our 2 bedroom townhouse 
looked like we were the first people to ever 
use it. The furnishings and fixtures are high 

quality and pristine.
     If you go to the resort with your sig-
nificant other, treat yourself to the 
“Honeymoon Package” — a chilled bot-
tle of champagne and chocolate covered 
strawberries await you when you enter 
your suite, and the kingsize bed and 
jacuzzi are covered in rose petals sur-
rounded by candlelight. It will set your 
mood up for your entire getaway!

Just a two-lane road separates the hotel 
from the beach, and BridgeWalk’s Sun 
House Restaurant offers a panoramic 
view of the beach. The resort staff is as 
warm and friendly as can be, and we 
made sure we had dinner at sundown for 

the Sun House’s evening “celebration” of 
green flash shooters and the singing of 
“You Are My Sunshine” when a bang on a 
gong announces the official dip of the sun. 
The Sun House is a local favorite, and 
serves up some very attractive and deli-
cious dishes. Their Steak Oscar with Dill 
Mashed Potatoes is a real crowd pleaser.

The resort’s complimentary breakfast 
is very satisfying as well, with a wide 
array of breakfast choices. Their make-
your-own waffles are especially tasty, 
and folks kept going back for more 
(including us).

BridgeWalk plays host to the Anna 
Maria Artist Guild, which is very 

Living suite in a BridgeWalk Townhouse.

Living suite in a BridgeWalk Townhouse.

Sun House’s Steak Oscar with Dill Sun House’s Steak Oscar with Dill 
Mashed Potatoes.Mashed Potatoes.

Part of the Honeymoon Package Part of the Honeymoon Package 
includes rose petals and candlelight.includes rose petals and candlelight.

GAMING SCENEGAMING SCENE
LAS VEGAS

I love Las Vegas — the glitz, the shows, the 
great food, the resorts, the slots, shopping — 

all of it. But there is another world beyond the 
strip, and it is chock full of fascinating discov-
eries. True, you can rent a car and flounder 
around on your own, but you don’t have to. 
With Pink Jeep Tours, anything of interest can 
be found on one of their many tours covering 
anything drivable from Las Vegas. And, as the 

name implies, you do it in a pink jeep (actually 
a 10-passenger all-terrain “Tour Trekker or a 6-
passenger SUV - both comfortable and air con-
ditioned.) Most importantly, the Pink Jeep 
folks hire only expert and affable driver/guides 
to take you on your adventures.
 The tours mostly consist of the natural (and 
some man-made) wonders that surround Las 
Vegas, such as: The Grand Canyon West Rim, 
where the amazing Skywalk out over the can-
yon is; Hoover Dam; Red Rock Canyon and 
it’s scenic drive; Mount Charleston, where you 
can drive from shirtsleeves on the strip to snow 
on the mountain in 45 minutes; Eldorado 
Canyon, where you can tour an old goldmine; 
the famous Death Valley National Park with 
the ghost town of Rhyolite; Zion National Park 
with it’s amazing landscape; and the stunning 
Valley of Fire State Park.

For this, my first Pink Jeep Tour, I chose 
stunning, and signed up for the Valley of Fire 
tour. I was picked up right in front of my hotel 
by my guide, Carlos Tello, and we picked up a 
few more fellow adventurers at their hotels, 
and were off. Although he’s done it a zillion 
times, Carlos made it feel like it was the first 
time he was viewing the wonders on our tour - 
his enthusiasm was infectious, and he was very 
knowledgeable.

The Valley of Fire is not far at all from 
Vegas (less than an hour’s drive northeast), so 
we had plenty of time to drive through the 
most interesting parts of the 46,000 acre park. 
There is a new Welcome Center in the park 
which blends nicely into the scenery, and is 
cleverly laid out.

Part of the Mojave Desert, the valley was 
once the bottom of a deep ocean basin many 
millions of years ago. Faulting, uplifting and 
shifting of the earth’s crust created the amaz-

ingly diverse geological formations found 
throughout Southern Nevada. The Valley of 
Fire was so named for the amazing color varia-
tions to the ancient sandstone rock.

There are many natural caves to be found in 
the valley, some used by animals through the 
centuries, some by man. There are several areas 
where man left his ancient mark, via rock art 
(called petroglyphs) which are still visible 
today. There are also some natural formations 
which resemble certain things or animals, and 
are so named. We saw “gorilla” rock, and “ele-
phant” rock, but there’s certainly a bit of artis-
tic license to call them that. None the less, the 
formations throughout the park are fascinating. 
Interestingly, but sadly, a well-known rock for-
mation collapsed the day we were there. Since 
the rock is sandstone, it is actually delicate, and 
changes shape through the centuries due to 
wind and weather. Apparently, the time had 
come for Natural Arch to fall after standing for 
who knows how long.

Lunch is included in the Pink Jeep tour, so 
we had a pleasant picnic at an area that had an 
old 1930’s stone cottage once used by trav-
elers, and ancient petroglyphs adorning the 
rocks above. 

Though desolate and dry, the desert is home 
to many species of plant and animal. To see 
how amazing nature is, one only needs to look 
at desert flora and how it adapts to the most 
inhospitable landscape of the Mojave Desert. 
And eagles, turkey vultures — even an occa-
sional condor may fly overhead, while fox, big-
horn sheep and coyote roam the rocks, and 

scorpions, tarantulas and four varieties of rat-
tlesnakes slither across the ground. You will 
rarely see them, since they are more afraid of 
you than you are of them — but you must still 
be careful where you walk.

Our tour was a total of 6 hours, and Carlos 
delivered each of us back to our hotels in time 
to relax and reflect on our wonderful day away 
from the Vegas strip.

For more information on Pink Jeep Tours, 
call (888) 900-4480, or visit 
www.pinkjeep.com. Please visit 
AccentOnTampaBay.com to see many more 
photos of the Valley of Fire tour.

A Pink Jeep Tours the Valley of FireA Pink Jeep Tours the Valley of Fire
at the Las Vegas Rocks Cafe in the Embassy 
Theatre is a 
music, com-
edy and mul-
timedia jour-
ney through 
the history of 
Las Vegas. It 
starts from 
the 1930s, 
progresses to 
the present day, and includes a look into the 
future of Las Vegas in the year 2050. Vegas 
The Show stars entertainer Tony Sacca, 
impressionist Tom Wallek, and singer/dancers 
Laurie Caceres, Nellie Norris and Amanda 
Kaiser. www.lasvegasrockscafe.com

continues through Labor Day 
Weekend. Blue Oyster Cult will play August 
14 and Jefferson Starship will rock Sept. 4 dur-
ing Labor Day Weekend. Other summer activi-
ties include an Ultimate Elvis Weekend with 
Tribute Artist Contest and 10 weeks of tribute 
bands Tuesdays through Saturdays.

, a new bar, restaurant and 
entertainment hot spot at Circus Circus. Flair 

bartending, live 
music and fes-
tive signature 
dishes will be 
the focus at this 
14,000 sq. ft 
rock-inspired 
venue. 
Bartending will 

take center stage as drinks and bottles are 
flipped, juggled, spun, balanced and poured by 
some of the best professionals in the business. 
Chef Alfonso Contrisciani brings his unique 
food presentations to Rock & Rita’s menu.  
www.RockandRitas.com

” contin-
ues to take Las Vegas by storm as a third run of 
the show has been added for August. The show 
is directed by Emmy-nominated choreog-
raphers 
Napoleon and 
Tabitha and 
features origi-
nal music pro-
duced by The 
Bangerz. The 
show, described 
as an audio-vis-
ual story of 
inspiration 
brought to life through the harmonization of 
sound and movement, is at the MGM Grand 
Hotel & Casino from August 19-25. 
www.jbwkz.com.

Pink Jeep Guide Pink Jeep Guide 
Carlos TelloCarlos Tello

Elephant Rock in Valley of FireElephant Rock in Valley of Fire
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